REDS ! ! !

Kerr saw the Red Plotters, Perhaps the rabbit-trapper was right
who wrote to the newspapers to complain that Red money was
behind the agitation against the kind of trap he used in his profession.

But the facts seem to me to speak against Red Plots. The Bol-
shevist Revolution is now twenty-one years old and in that time,
as far as I know, nobody outside Russia has suffered any harm
from the hands of Russia. In those twenty-one years Communism
has not succeeded in bringing about a major revolt, far less a
revolution, in any country, and in the European countries where
I have travelled in the last eleven years it has never given serious
anxiety to the police. It never had any hope of attaining power
by the ballot-box; and police forces in all countries were well able to
deal with it if it tried violence. The parent country of Communism,
Russia, invaded no foreign country in support of its doctrines.

On the other side of the ledger, the Fascist dictatorships have
by force of arms annexed Abyssinia and Austria, reduced Czechq-
Slovakia to servitude, and at great cost of life and money are
trying to enforce a Franco victory in Spain.

So if you look at this thing from the point of view of British
national interests alone, without any ulterior thought in your mind,
you have, on the one side, the Red Plot, including the Red wolf-
hounds in Spain.

On the other side, German-manned and German-mounted guns
on both sides of the Straits of Gibraltar, German air forces on the
southern frontier of your ally France, Italian air forces in the
Balearics, athwart the sea*routes of your ally France.

The balance of this sum seems to me to be a direct menace to
the unity of the British Empire and to the security and indepen-
dence of England. I do not see any direct Russian or Red menace.

Nevertheless, the bulk of feeling among the rulers of England
seems to be favourable to Franco and to approve all that he, the
Moors, the Germans and the Italians have done, on the ground
that they are fighting The Reds. What is the motive, since The
Reds do not threaten us? That The Recfe have no proper respect
for private property? But in that case, let us take the thing to its
logical conclusion. Are these same people prepared to bring
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